
Announcements ⏐ 
 

Congregational Care Ministries: We are starting a new congregational care team 

at Maple Avenue! Among other tasks, this group will organize cards, calls, and 

visits with our homebound church family, and work to make sure that everyone in 

the Maple Avenue family is connected. If you are interested in learning more 

about this ministry, please indicate it on the connect card or contact the church 

staff. 

 

Your Choice: Please choose any favorite Advent or Christmas hymns that you 

would like to sing at our special Carol and Lessons service on December 28.  The 

songs are found on pages 211-255 in the hymnal in your pew.  You may contact 

fill out the back of your Connect Card and put it in the plate, or contact the 

church office with your selection. 

 

Wanted: We are collecting NEW blankets and NEW stuffed animals to share with 

the children of SafePath Children’s Advocacy Center.  SafePath works with 

families where there have been allegations of child abuse.  Please consider 

donating a new stuffed animal or a new blanket to children who are in need. 

 

Church Workday:  Today at 3:00 PM, we will clean the fellowship hall and put 

back the Next Step supplies that were moved for Breakfast with Santa. 

 

SPARK: December 7: Spark after Dark (K-4) and Ignite and Confirmation (5-8) 

meet from 5:00 PM until 7:00 PM.  A snack supper will be from f5:00-5:30.   If you 

would like to provide a snack supper, for our children and youth, you may sign up 

in the Narthex.  Anyone wishing to volunteer may speak with Rachel. 

December 14: All students K-12 are invited to a Progressive Dinner.  Meet in the 

Fellowship Hall at 5:00 PM with a wrapped gender-neutral $20-$25 gift.  Children 

who are Pre-K may attend with a parent. 

December 21: SPARK Team Luncheon is 1:00 at Capers on Main.  Please bring a 

wrapped ornament for the ornament exchange. 

 

Music at Maple Avenue (MaMA): Today: Recital by Maya Ridenour, baroque 

cellist and violist da gamba, at 2:00 PM in the chapel 

December 6: One Voice Community Choir will be performing holiday songs at 

7:00 PM in the sanctuary under the direction of Patricia Jacobsen and Harrison 

Cook.  The 35 voice choir will be accompanied by Annie Cook and Kim Shurling.  

 

Church Staff ⏐ 
 
Rev. Josh Roberts, Pastor                              josh.roberts@ngumc.net (cell: 770-891-2578) 
Annie Cook, Director of Music                                                     anniesongs@comcast.net 
Rachel Harmeyer, Children’s Director                                     sparkmaumc@outlook.com 
Kim Shurling, Accompanist                  kimshurling@mindspring.com 
Monica Barnette, Administrative Assistant  mapleavenueumc@gmail.com 
Natalie Melton, Bookkeeper                                                    maumcfinance@gmail.com 

⎯⎯ 
63 Maple Avenue ∙ Marietta, GA 30064  

770.428.047 
www.mapleavenueumc.org ∙ facebook.com/mapleaveumc 

 

 

November 30, 2025 
First Sunday of Advent 

 
 

 
PRELUDE ⏐ What Child IS This? 

Traditional English Melody, 16th century  arranged by Carol Tornquist 

 
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP ⏐ 

 
*HYMN 3177 ⏐ Here I Am to Worship 

 Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness, 

 opened my eyes, let me see. 

 Beauty that made this heart adore you, 

 hope of a life spent with you. 

  

 Refrain:  Here I am to worship,   

   here I am to bow down, 

   Here I am to say that you’re my God. 

   You’re altogether lovely,  

   altogether worthy, 

   altogether wonderful to me. 

   

  King of all days, O so highly exalted,  

  glorious in heaven above. 

  Humbly you came to the earth you created,  

  all for love’s sake became poor. 

 

  Refrain 

 

  And I’ll never know how much it cost  

  to see my sin upon that cross. 

  I’ll never know how much it cost  

  to see my sin upon that cross. 

  I’ll never know how much it cost  

  to see my sin upon that cross. 

  I’ll never know how much it cost  

  to see my sin upon that cross. 

 

  

 

http://facebook.com/mapleaveumc


LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
First Reader: The prophet Isaiah calls to us from the past to imagine the 

future when God’s reign will be fully realized and recognized throughout 

creation. When that time comes, God “shall judge between the nations 

and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 

plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 

sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more” (Isaiah 2:4). 

 

All: Today, we choose to live in hope, believing that the time of God’s 

reign has come and is coming among us. 

 

Second Reader: We light this candle of hope as a sign of our promise to 

follow the Light as we answer God’s call to transform our hope into reality 

today and in the days to come. 

 

All: O Come, O Come Emmanuel (v.1 UMH 211) 

 

MORNING PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 

come.  Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who 

trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
Offerings to Maple Avenue can be left in the Narthex.  

You can also give by texting any dollar amount to 833-

315-0263.  You can also scan this code to give online. 

 

OFFERTORY ⏐Advent Alleluia: Salvation Is Created/ Let All        

                                                  Mortal Flesh Keep Silent 
Arranged by Keith Christopher 

 

 

*DOXOLOGY ⏐ 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

 praise him, all creatures here below; 

 praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

  

PASSING THE PEACE ⏐ 

 

KID’S SERMON⏐ 

 
*HYMN 706 ⏐Soon and Very Soon 

           

SCRIPTURE READING ⏐Isaiah 2:1-5 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.   

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as 

the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; and all 

the nations shall stream to it.  Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, 

let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 

Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 

paths.”  For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord 

from Jerusalem.  He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate 

for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 

spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more.  O house of Jacob, come, let us 

walk in the light of the Lord! 

 

SERMON ⏐Hope 

 

*HYMN 196⏐ Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  

 
BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE⏐ Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne 
By Timothy R. Matthews   arranged by Myra Schubert 

 

* Please stand as able 
Used with Permission.  Church Copyright License # 11195051 and CCLI Streaming License # 2244140149 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS⏐ 
 

Pete Werner, Alan Greene, Anson Senter, Trent Senter, Cherokee Walker, 

Briggs Weeks, Christine Weeks, Keith Harmeyer, Dean Greenway, Joyce 

Long, Charles Hood, Sharron Hendricks, Gaines Law, Barbra Potter, Jeremy 

Bolt, Deborah Nelson, Zoe Vickery, Ben Vickery, Val May, Caroline Connor, 

Steve Machen, Gary & Carol Godfrey, Brodie Burge, Hudson Sumner, Sherry 

Bolding, Erica Mitchell Roberts, Jim McDonald, Craig Leming, Bill Casey, Joe 

W., Al Hough, Danny O’Hara, Jackie, Tom Hanson, Patsy Garman, Ken 

Harper, Linda Smith, Trisha Clark, Natashia Moore, Wanda Hurt, Leslie 

DiRusso, Bridget Irwin, family of Elizabeth Corbett, Andrew W.,  

Finn & Jeanne Bille, Tom Hanson, Roberts and Jallad families and Maple 

Avenue during this time of transition, Karla Frazier 

    
Please share any new prayer concerns using the back of the connect card. 


